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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the imention thereof b\ the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 12-15, 17, 18, 20-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Ellmer et al (DE 10206399). 

Regarding claims 12-15, 20-31, Ellmer discloses a method for controlling a fuel mixture 
provided for an internal combustion engine generating a flue gas stream by combusting the 
mixture, the engine comprising: 

a catalytic converter arranged in the flue gas stream; and a lambda probe arranged 
downstream of the converter relative to the fuel gas stream for providing post-cat sensor signals 
(see translation, page 1, lines 19-22), detecting a post-cat sensor signal by the lambda probe; 
acquiring at least one subsequent post-cat sensor signal chronologically succeeding the post-cat 
sensor signal by the lambda probe; generating a comparative value by comparing the detected 
subsequent post-cat sensor signal to the acquired post-cat sensor signal; changing the mixture if 
the comparative value is greater than a predetermined value; and generating a number of 
chronologically succeeding comparative values by repeating the detecting and the acquiring and 
checking a trend of the succeeding comparative values (see Figures 1, 2, translation, page 1, lines 
27+, page 2, lines 1+). 
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Regarding claim 17, Ellmer further discloses changing the mixture includes changing an 
amplitude of a forced activation of the catalytic converter (see page 2, lines 1+). 

Regarding claim 18, Ellmer further discloses that the flue gas stream comprising 
segments having rich and lean exhaust gas packets, wherein changing the mixture includes a 
suppression of the lean exhaust gas packets (see Figure 1). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 16, 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Examiner Diem Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-4866. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday -Friday from 8:30 a.m.- 5:00p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas E. Denion, can be reached on (571) 272-4859. The fax number 
for this group is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
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Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 800-786-9199 (toll- 
free). 

/Diem Tran/ 
Patent Examiner 

/Thomas E. Denion/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3748 



